
By Editorial Board, cleveland.com and The 

Plain Dealer 

Michael P. Donnelly has been a prosecutor, a 

criminal defense lawyer, and was a trial court 

judge for 14 years. He is now finishing up his 

sixth year as an associate justice of Ohio’s highest 

court, seeking re-election to another six-year term. 

That range of experiences helps explain his 

passion about judicial reforms to address what he 

calls “preposterous disparities in sentences” and 

“needless delays” at the trial-court level. Beyond 

that, Donnelly, 57, increasingly worries 

“politicization of the judiciary” is undermining 

public confidence in our system of laws. 

Donnelly told us he doesn’t even mention political 

parties in his campaign literature but noted that his 

Nov. 5 opponent -- Hamilton County Common 

Pleas Judge Megan E. Shanahan -- attended the 

Republican National Convention along with the 

other two Republicans running for high court seats 

in Ohio this year. In their pitch to Ohio delegates, 

they argued, as paraphrased by cleveland.com’s 

Andrew J. Tobias, that their electoral opponents were “liberal activists, while describing the 

importance of bolstering GOP control of the court.” 

Shanahan, 51, did not respond to our endorsement interview invitation, but an Aug. 21 email 

from Cameron Sagester, executive director of the Ohio Republican Party, declined on behalf of 

all three GOP candidates for the high court, arguing our editorial board was “incapable of 

providing a fair and objective forum for our candidates.” 

A former prosecutor, Shanahan has been a Common Pleas judge for nine years after serving four 

years as a Municipal Court judge. On the nonpartisan Judicial Votes Count website, she wrote 

she is “a firm believer in following what the law says, not promoting a personal or social 

agenda.” 

We greatly regret not hearing from Shanahan directly, but Donnelly’s sharp mind, breadth of 

legal knowledge and powerful sense of justice make this an easy call. Voters should re-elect 

Justice Michael P. Donnelly to the Ohio Supreme Court in the term beginning Jan. 1, 2025. 

Early voting in the Nov. 5 election begins Oct. 8. 

https://www.cleveland.com/staff/editorial-board-cle/posts.html
https://www.cleveland.com/staff/editorial-board-cle/posts.html
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/supreme-court-of-ohio/justices-overview/michael-donnelly/
https://trellis.law/judge/megan.e.shanahan
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2024/07/euchre-a-pint-glass-and-rock-parody-ohio-delegation-kicks-off-rnc-after-trump-assassination-attempt.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2024/07/euchre-a-pint-glass-and-rock-parody-ohio-delegation-kicks-off-rnc-after-trump-assassination-attempt.html
https://www.judicialvotescount.org/find-your-candidates/2024-general/gallia/megan-e-shanahan-2950/#candidate-questions
https://www.judicialvotescount.org/find-your-candidates/2024-general/gallia/megan-e-shanahan-2950/#candidate-questions
https://www.judicialvotescount.org/find-your-candidates/2024-general/gallia/megan-e-shanahan-2950/#candidate-questions


As part of its endorsement process, the editorial board of The Plain Dealer and cleveland.com 

on Aug. 26 held an endorsement interview for Ohio Supreme Court justice in the Jan. 1 term, a 

seat currently held by Michael P. Donnelly, who is seeking re-election with Democratic Party 

support. Donnelly is being challenged by Hamilton County Common Pleas Court Judge Megan 

E. Shanahan, who is in the midst of her second six-year term on the Cincinnati-based court and 

is supported in her campaign for the state high court by the Republican Party. Donnelly took 

part in the endorsement interview but Shanahan did not appear or respond to our editorial 

board’s invitation. The Ohio Republican Party did inform our editorial board that none of the 

Republican candidates for Ohio Supreme Court would be participating in our endorsement 

interviews this year. 

 


